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• EFOMP has 32 NMOs (National Members Organizations) representing 

more than 7500 Medical Physicists all over Europe. 
 

• Among the aims and purposes of EFOMP are: 
– To encourage exchange and dissemination of professional and 

scientific information, and exchange of medical physicists between 
countries.  

– To work for Europe-wide recognition of medical physics as a regulated 
profession in all member states as well as medical physics as a 
healthcare profession.  

www.efomp.org 
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• Other EFOMP aims include: 

 
– Proposing and developing guidelines for education, training and 

accreditation programmes; 
 

– Making recommendations on the appropriate general responsibilities, 
organisational relationships and roles of workers in the field of 
Medical Physics 
 

One way in which this is done is by the publication of Policy Statements. 
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• What / Who defines the current professional status of 

Medical Physicists in Europe? 
 

• Do we know what is happening in each individual country? 
 

• How far are we from the desired harmonization and 
regulation of the profession in Europe, essential condition to 
the free movement of professionals across countries? 
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• The professional status of Medical Physicists is/will be 

determined by the European BSS Directive 2013/59/Euratom 
and the way different countries will transpose it to national 
laws. 
 
 

 
 



This revised BSS Directive includes: 

New definition of Medical Physics Expert (MPE) 

 The roles, responsibilities and the need for continuous education and 

training 

 The need for the MPE to be recognised by the relevant competent 

authorities of the European Union Member States 

…. 
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Look at articles: 14, 22, 57, 59, 79, 82, 83 
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• In parallel with the publication of the EU BSS 
Directive, EFOMP was closely involved and acted as 
main partner in the European Project “Guidelines on 
Medical Physics Expert” that led to the publication in 
2014 of the European Commission document: 

 
      

      Radiation Protection 174  
        European Guidelines on the 

  Medical Physics Expert 
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• Since the publication of both the EU BSS directive and RP174, 

EFOMP made an effort to update Policy Statement affected by 
them, namely: 
 

 Policy Statement 12.1  
 Policy Statement 6.1 
 Policy Statement 7.1  
 Policy Statement 10.1 
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• Also important to the definition of the profession is the 

EFOMP Declaration of 6th June 2015. 
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On this document the Council of EFOMP declared that: 
 

“The Medical Physics Expert as defined in the directive 
2013/59/Euratom must be the professional to supervise and 
assume the responsibilities of the radiation protection activities 
in hospitals, including patients, working staff, members of the 
public and visitors to the hospitals”.  
 
So, a “Medical Physics Expert” should be the “Radiation 
Protection Expert” in the hospital environment. 
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The professional status of the Medical Physicists in Europe 
was/is also a matter of concern for IAEA that last year promoted 
a Regional Meeting on “Medical Physics in Europe: Current 
Status and Future Prespectives”, held in Vienna 7-8th May 2015. 
 
Representatives from more than 30 european countries 
attended the meeting. 
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• As a preparation for this meeting, a “Questionnaire On 
Medical Physics Status in Europe” was sent, with the 
collaboration of EFOMP,  to all European countries.  
 
 
 
 

• The answers from more than 30 countries constitute now an 
important source of information for the characterization of the 
current situation in Europe. 
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• As an outcome from this meeting and based on these notes, 
IAEA issued a list of recommendations addressed to all 
European Member States. 
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https://rpop.iaea.org/RPOP/RPoP/Content/Documents/Whitepapers/Recommendations_RER6031_7-8May2015.pdf 



• Rita Figueira 
• EFOMP Professional Matters Committee 

HAMP Side Event – ECMP2016 – Athens – 02/09/16 

https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/healthcare-scientist-medical-physics 

 
• What / Who defines the current professional status of 

Medical Physicist in Europe? 
 

• Do we know what is happening in each individual country? 
 

• How far are we from the desired harmonization of the 
profession in Europe, essential condition to the free 
movement of professionals across countries? 
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EFOMP Countries  
Responders 

EFOMP Countries  
Non Responders 

CYPRUS 
ESTONIA 

RUSSIAN FEDERATION 
SPAIN 

UK 

Countries  
not part of EFOMP 

Responders 
BOSNIA HERZEGOVINA 

MONTENEGRO 

Countries  
not part of EFOMP 
Non Responders 

ALBANIA 
BELARUS 
ICELAND 
KOSOVO 

LUXEMBOURG 
TURKEY 

MOLDOVA 
UKRAINE 

 
 

IAEA/FOMP 2015 Questionnaire 
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SITUATION IN EUROPEAN COUNTRIES 

Questionnaire On Medical Physics Status in Europe 
Qualification framework for medical physics in the country  

Education (minimum level to start work)  
How was the minimum level to start work established?  
Clinical training (minimum level to start work independently)  
Subsequent clinical training (additional/higher level)  
How was the minimum level to start work independently established?  
Continuous professional development (CPD)  

Professional status of medical physicists in the country  
Certification  
Registration  
 Recognition  
Medical physics staffing levels  
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SITUATION IN EUROPEAN COUNTRIES 

Questionnaire On Medical Physics Status in Europe 
Qualification framework for medical physics in the country  

Education (minimum level to start work)  

13 

16 

3 1 

 Education 
 (minimum level to start work) 

BSc in Physics 
MSc in MP 
PhD 
Other  

30% 

70% 

Compliance with RP174 

BSc in Physics + 
MSc in MP 

Oher 
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SITUATION IN EUROPEAN COUNTRIES 

Questionnaire On Medical Physics Status in Europe 
Qualification framework for medical physics in the country  

Clinical training (minimum level to start work independently)  
 

15 15 

Is clinical training available at 
accredited hospitals? 

Yes 

No 

8 

5 
10 

7 

Clinical Training 

Training per specialty 
(RT, DIR, NM) 

Training for all 
specialities 

Both 

Neither 
Mean number of years 2,3

Countries with > 3 years 7

Countries where it is 
mandatory

21
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SITUATION IN EUROPEAN COUNTRIES 

Questionnaire On Medical Physics Status in Europe 
Qualification framework for medical physics in the country  

 Continuous professional development (CPD)  

18 
6 

4 

2 

12 

CPD Established at national level? 
If Yes who manages it? 

No 

Yes - Professional Body 

Yes - PB + Min Health / 
Red Authorithy 

Yes - Min Health / Reg 
Authority 
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SITUATION IN EUROPEAN COUNTRIES 

Questionnaire On Medical Physics Status in Europe 
Professional status of medical physicists in the country  
Certification   Registration 

7 

23 

Does the qualification framework 
lead to certification?  

No 

Yes 

12/23 with re-
certification 
process 

9 

10 

11 

21 

Is there a national registry for medical physicist? 
Who runs it? 

No 

Yes - Governamental 

Yes - ProfBody 
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SITUATION IN EUROPEAN COUNTRIES 

Questionnaire On Medical Physics Status in Europe 
Professional status of medical physicists in the country 

 
 
 
  

  

 Recognition Y N

Is there a designated competent authority for medical physics recognition? (Y/N)
17 13

Is medical physics considered a health care profession? (Y/N)
20 10

Medical physics staffing levels Y N
Are there different levels of Medical Physics staff (e.g. Medical Physicist, 
Medical Physics Expert/Medical Physics Specialist/Qualified Medical Physicist) 18 12
Is there any supporting staff within MP departments (e.g. MP assistants, 
dosimetrists, etc.) (Y/N) 18 12



17 

12 

19 

16 

11 

8 

11 

22 

19 

11 

0 5 10 15 20 25 

Shortage of Medical Physicists 

Lack of educational framework 

Lack of structured clinical training 

Lack of recognition at national level 

Inability of professional growth 

Problems with inter-professional communication 

Unattractiveness of the career 

Difficulties to find funding to attend CPD activities (e.g. courses, … 

Inability to participate in the management / decision making process 

Difficulties to implement new BSS 

Major issues in medical physics 
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SITUATION IN EUROPEAN COUNTRIES 

Questionnaire On Medical Physics Status in Europe 
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MEDICAL PHYSICS – A REGULATED PROFESSION? 

• The presented results show that the situation is far from being 
uniform across European countries. 
 

• For some countries small changes will be enough to reach the “ideal” 
cenario of the European recommendations but others will need a 
bigger effort. 
 

• Only by the recognition by the European Union of the Medical Physics 
as a regulated profession we can have an automatic recognition of 
professionals between countries and the possibility of moving across 
Member States. 
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MEDICAL PHYSICS – A REGULATED PROFESSION? 

• To became a regulated profession we must meet the requirements of 
the European Union Directives on the recognition of professional 
qualifications (Directives 2005/36/EC and 2013/55/EU), which include 
having a common training framework in at least on third of the 
Member States.  
 

• EFOMP can play an important role in guiding and following individual 
NMOs countries  in their path towards the required standards of 
education, training and performance of Medical Physicists. 
 
 
 



THANK YOU  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

             Motto 
“Applying physics to healthcare for the benefit of patients, staff and public”. 

We do not need to run all at the same pace 
but rather in the same direction 
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